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people's, his own, or both. Different readers, however, will be
critical in different degrees; and whoever breaks the rule does
so at his own risk; if his offence is noticed, that is hanging
evidence against him by itself; if it is not noticed, it is not an
offence. Having ourselves said, a page or two back, Mistakes
are mended sometimes by inserting the subject, we plead Guilty
if we were caught in the act, but otherwise Not Guilty. A form
of licence may perhaps be drawn up to cover the common type:
'A good cake may be made by taking i Ib. best flour, &c.\
When the subject of the sentence is inanimate and the main
verb passive, no ambiguity can result from omission of the
personal but indefinite subject of an active gerund.
3. Choice between the gerund with preposition and the
infinitive.
The differentiation between the infinitive and the gerund
with various prepositions is a modern but very valuable re-
finement, and should be rather developed than neglected.
Shakespeare uses the infinitive in many passages that we should
clear of serious ambiguity by substituting gerund and preposi-
tion. Thus (M.N.D. II. i. 215) You do impeach your modesty
too much To leave the city and commit yourself Into the hands of
... (rnod. by or in leaving and committing).
It was said in the preliminary section on the Participle and
Gerund that writing—the verbal noun or gerund—and to
write—the infinitive—are in some sense synonyms; but
phrases were given showing that it is by no means always in-
different which of the two is used. It is matter of idiom rather
than of grammar; but this seems the most convenient place for
drawing attention to it. To give satisfactory rules would require
many more examples and much more space than can be afforded.
But something will be gained if students are convinced (i) that
many of the mistakes made give sentences the appearance
of having been written by a foreigner or one who is not at home
with the literary language; (2) that the mistakes are nearly
always on one side, the infinitive being the form that should

